FROI VINE CLARKE, 7 Inchmery Rd., Cotford, & E.6...
LOLDON, natch.

DESIGINED for inclusion in OMPA MAILING No. 12, Juno
1957, If it actuolly gebs into it, that's my good

luck, if not yours. Stop that deadline!

A vord or two of explanation about the second-sides
of these sheots is obviously called for as a preclim-
inary. Iy office has the spendthrift hubit of dupli-
cating on only one side of their porfectly good
duplicating paper, and, morcovor, printing too many
copics, The rosult is that tho offico windovw~lecdge
gradually accumulatcs a stack of unwantoed lists until
thoy arec tall onough to topplo ovuar. Then thoy'ro
burnt. Otviously, this blood-curdling proceédure had
to be diverted to = better usG..s...

® ¥ F K R Kk K ¥
PROGRZSS
TiTe Nias been onc demn thing aftor another lately;
no time to do anmything, Joy and I have one of
these new style duplied .ed leotters started, and oven
that has been hanging around for a couploc of wooks
sinco anything was donc to it. I have also started
on the second part of DUPLICATING WITIOUT TEARS, but
that!ll have to go out as a post-mailing somo time.
I also still need some authoratitive stuff on one
or two Ttems.
DVT is about the only Project I've on hand now,
apart from an idea or two for tho Coll,, but I still
wish I had more time, Foo to theso poople who yak
about not knowing what to do if thoy had no rogular
amploymont., . .you know..,"But if you won £75,000 on
o football pool you'd only get borods"  Thank ghod
nono of my fricnds con bo numborad omongst thoaseo
cross idiotsy; my horo of heros is tho Grasshopper
before he maot tho Ant, I adnit that I cen't envisage
..cven in a fontasy 'zine...any form .of society that
would =llow me to do what I womted without asldng any
recompenso, but that would bo my paradiso... o sort
of I-topia, Be darmed to the respcctability of honest
labour; I'd be e lazy louse and love it.
Bxcept that I wouldn't mind being a toacher of Grass-
hopper philosophy...you could call it the onc-jump-
ahedonist rule, or vincent omnia labor.

") for the voice of thet wild horn" ROB ROY

As I write these words Sandy Banderson's new loud-
speaker is melodiously uttering a KISIET seleoction;
since he was bitten by the hi-fi bug a few months
ago we have had music while we work, play, eat, otc
and vory nice too, This loudspcaker is wortly of
somg admiration alive or doad, anyway...it's a cubo
about 3'6" on tho side. Sandy's also acquirad a
topo-dock, o now rocord playor and various bits of
oloctronic gpparatus which mako mo realiso how in-
adoquatc by RAF training as an olcctrician was. Tho
placo is now surroundod by virocs which must bo
socnding out some roally distorted waves...l've been
expecting them to call around from Biggin liill acro-
drome any time at all, wanting to kmow what we're
doing to their radar....

But tho major point in all this is that with the tape
deck added to my old recorder we're expecting to go
places in taperesponding end similer activitiies soow
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‘To now have tho moens to boat that irritating bugbear of the fon vith a tape-recorder,
copying and re-recording, TAith only one recorder you arc loft with an original tapo )
and nothing clso; with two, you cen copy a tapo playing on ono onto a frosh topo playing
through tho sccond machino, and so ad infinitum, Vo aro intonding to put various sound
offocts capturcd on my tape through Thé yoars,..tho sound of galaxics colliding in
Cygnus, sound-track music from FORBIDDEE PLAWET, Tod Tubb ploading for a drink ete. on
to a special ceffects tape,

15111 also be useful in arother little strictly illegal project I have in mind; we hgve
the music from LY FAIR LADY, the hit-show now so fantasticd ly successful on Broadwey,
and which is not supposed to be performed in this country until lierch 1958. It's wondor-
ful stuff, tuncs as catching as .QOKLAHOLIA and words a darn sight moro intelligeont, and
it's a shamo that it can't be generslly heard....the LP rocord is feuching about £7.10s,
in the side-strocts around Charing Cross Rd.; I hoar. YVhen o gct my own rocordor up to
scratch,..Ron Buckmaster is giving it somo professional attountion at thoe momeont...wo
should be ablc to cut tho music on tapcs sont to us, from our master-copy. Shh-h-h-h!
Incidentolly, Ithink this new prozine on tape-recording is lousy, and mm intending to
write and toll the editor so...will roport if anything of intorost occurs.

GHODZILLA,..er, pardon, GODZILLA

Went to see the First Jap. S-F. Film the other week, and found nuch of it curiously
impressive, Wo woro inclined to dismiss it as just anothor horror-s-f whon it was ann-
ouncod, likeo THE PIANTOLl FROM 20,000 LITAGUES, and THE HOLE PEOPLE (I wondor if they havo
over thought of ono callod THE SKUNK PEOPLE...citios panic as thc terriblo offluvium
grows ncaror, thc army, noscs clampod by hastily socurod clothos-pegs malzing o last
desperate stand with attar-of-roses in their flamethrowers...where was I... ?) but as it was
on with THE SEARCH FOR BRIDEY IIURPHY we went. TSFBII wasn't too bad, by the way, though
they vweren't objective enough to mention the various pieces of evidence which have
accunulsatod against tho authonticity of Hho rocall.

GODZILLA, though, had somothing., Tho story is nothing; o monkteor arisos from tho sca
noar Toleyo, dostroying ships, ond on being attoacked rompagos ashore and wipces out Z/Srds
of tho city beforo the inevitable young scientist..this time Made in Japan...destroys

it by an Invention which is Too Terrible to be allowed to be used in Var...an atbtitude
which I wish somo real-lifo sciontists would copy,

The mongtor, Godzilla, is about 400ft high, built on tho gencrsl linos of o barnucle-
coverod allosaurus with dorsal platos, ond is afflictod with onc of tho worst casos of
halitosis yotlmovm; after trampling through and over the city for some time it breathes
misty vapor onto the wreckage, vhich promptly bursts into flames. For about ten min-
utes tho screen is fillod wivh an orgy of deostruction as tho thing looms over the-
burning skyline, It mokos King Kong!s oarlicr offorts in How Yorlk look dowmright harm-
loss, Ono lovely shot lasting about 5 seconds shows a vreckage-litterod alleyway, lit
by flemes, and with two or threo people trying to salvege things. Thore's a series of
crashos and at the far cnd of the alloy a hugo foot ebruptly blocks out tho vicw of tho
stroot bwyond, ...

Thoro is a goneral atmosphoro sbout tho film whiéh lcads mc to belicvo that if onc under-
stood Japancso end saw tho complcto original it would probably have o strongly anti-H
Bomb theme, In one scone an Expert is giving his opinion in o council-chamber that it
was A~ or H-bomb tests that originally aroused the monster, snd snother member junps to
his foot with an impassioned outburst, boing prompily hustlod out untrons lgtod. Doll-
ars to yon its tho Communist momber for the Lowor Yong-Po district,....

Another oddity is the dubbing they've done; to make the thing intelligivloe to the Vest-
ern Vorld a completly new character, an Amorican reportor, has bocn grafted into tho
film, Ho is theoro to have things oxplained to him and to oxplain, via tclcphone or
tapo-rccordor to his Editor, what the h&ll's poing on wvhon the human characters got a
chance to do somcthing, The actors arentt called on to register anything much except
horror, which is epparently indicated by a slight widening of the eyes in Japen....

PATRICK LIAVKISH

I've becn surprised to see no revieows of SCIENCE AND FICTION in fandom so far. This
new book by Patrick lLicore isn't that new...about 4 months old...and is the first book
on s-f to be published in Britain, It stinks. However, as anyone doing research is
likely to be referred to it end as it does méntion fanzines, elboit floctingly, thero'll
be & full-scale roviow of it in tho next EYE, dJoy and I arc fighting oach othor for tho
opportunity to do theo rcview ...and a pre-publication copy 1ill be sent %o Moore. This
poor man's Arthur Clarke needs talking dovm a peg or tvo.
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COLIET

I hope those QlMPAites yho wented to see Comet Arend-Roland managed it. Joy and I were
very nearly cheabed; although we had a good view of the Horth Vestern sky...the only
part of the sky we can see weoll,..the houso is horribly sited for star-gazing...the
dircetion is towards tho glaro of London from hero. I spent somc hours trying to
pick tho thing out with a roflcctor, but although tho lottor magnifies,a lot of light
is lost in the instrument, and it wasn't until I brought over a small refractor from
Welling days after hhb comet theorotically bocane invigible to the naked oyo that wo
spottod it, end by that timo it was just an ogg-shapod blur of light. It's nicc to
livo noor London, but on occasions like this I could wish for a Godzilla to stamp i%
flat,

The whole episode of the appearance of this comet gives at least one s-f fan a quasy
feeling, though, How casily it could have boon a VHEN TORLDS COLLIDE or BIG EYE typo
wandering world.....

RECENT READING

Sam (John Christopher) Youd has Done I%; his DEATH OF GRASS, brought out here several
months ago without much in the fanfares or accolades except the Daily liail Book-of-The-
Honth award,was broadcast on the BBC and began serialisation in SatBEvePost end book
publication in the USA end tho film rights arc boing bought and probably PB rights as
well,...all the glittoring galaxy which is thc constant tamptation of the fan-tamptoed
to-bc-sn othor-pro, Tho SatEvoPost did it proud, too...a full pago introdution hoadod
THE STORY THAT SHOCKZD THED ZDITORS and all tho trimmings.
The London EVENING NIWS gave Sam a 15-column-inch vrite-up, starting "This is the story
of Samuel Youd (say it to rhyme with "food") who works by day in a City industrial
diomonds information buresu......." ond opined that the teake for DLATE OF GRASS was
about £35,000,
Sam has been sweating avey at his typovriter in all his spare time for years and richly
deserves success; it's a pity that DITATH OF GRASS isn't an outstanding novel but just
heppened to get the broaks. Lot's hopo that all of us who'd like to do tho samec will
bo oqually successful,
My own rosding has hoon varioed and spasmodic of loto. Just finishod THE ITVESTIGAIOR,
the transcription of tho rocord sotirising LleCarthyism which had a bricf boom in tho
US somc months ago and helped the fight against one of the most unpleasant aspects of
US politics; glad I had it from the library, though. ..7/6d would be too much for e
book vhose reading time is about 20 minutes.
I went down with something resambling influenza over Daster...just as well that wo
decided to save our nmoncy for the Torld Con ond didn't go up to Kdtvoring...and in to
two~-throo days I vms in bod sdized upon a little John Diclson Carr collection of
Sandy's, I was tired of s-f, and if T had to get germs on books they needn't be my ovmu
Carr, as you probably know, is a detective writeor whose character Dr. Gideon Fell is in
the Holmosian tradition, That I hadn't realised was thet Carr has o comic vein, too,
ond one of the books (they wore Penguins...l read six in 2 days) ontitled THE BLIND
BARBER is ono of tho fummicst things It'vo ovor road..it had mo holploss with laoughtor
in sovoral placeos, I don't carc how inco:'gruous it ise..I'm putting this with Bromoh's
Kai-Lung storics, Brohms and Symon, Benchlgy, Porolmon ond somo of Anthony Armstrong
books as first-rank humour, and highly rccormandod,
Frencis Villiam!s DANGEROUS ESTATE is highly recommended for anyonc interested in the
British Press...it's history, developmant, present-day difficultios and vhet can only
be describod as the philosophy of newspgp or-publishing, TIt's 25/-, though.
In casc you hadn't noticed it, John D,iiacDonaclds PLANET OF THZ DREAMERS...the old TVS
WINB OF THEZ D2IAIERS, has beon issued as a PB by one of the smaller firms, Viking Presc
Thet intorests mo is that the only blurb mentioned on it "imaginative,.cxciting picce
of scicnco-fiction,." is takon from a periodical of which I'¥e nover heoard..BRITISH
WEZKLY, Anybody heard of it? I don't like the nationalistic bias implicit in the
title, it's reminiscient of EUROPEAN LIONTHLY (?) which is a Fascist organ, but I'm
curious,

Amongst recent 'zines LIAG OF FANTASY & S-F June '57 is the most interesting since
DOOR INTO SULRIER finished; Hight of Light by Philip Jose Farmor is a powerful-cnough
yern for one to ovorlook Boucher's odd pro-rcligious introduction, end brings back
monorios of Hubbards Fear. A strong supporting cast includes a boauty by Shockloey,
Love Inc, I do vash somo fan would publish a rogular 'zine (impossibility No 1)
giving doteils of not all tho 'zincs but thoso worth getting.

FAREWELL,,,.more nottering in LAUIICHING SITE which should accompany this. A V. C,
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BLACK BOLT & NUT PRICE LIST. 2nd August 1950,

BLACK BOLTS, & NUTS, SET SCREWS, COACH SCREWS ETC.
Dia. 3/10"-3/8" 7/16"-1/2" 5/8"-3/4" 7/8"-1" oOven 1"

‘{n) For guantites
of a size.

e to 4" 1UHE-.;-- 1,200 S00 HEYo) 155 100
Over 4" to 8" long 800 525 300 100 75
over 8" long...... 600 350 150 65 50.
3) Up te 4" lonz 600/1,199 450/899 225/449 65/134 50/99
Over 4" to 8" long 4007799 250/524 150/299 55/99 ho/7h.
Over 8" long...... 300/599  175/349  75/149 35/54 0 25/40,
(e)-Upr bo 4" longeesie s 300/599 225/449 110/224 35/uvl 25 /49
Over 4" to 8" long.200/399 125/249  75/149 25/54 2CABE
Over 8" long...... 150/299 85 /174 ho/7h 20/34 15/2
(¢) Up to 4" long..... 150/299 112/224 55/109 17/34 12/24.
Over 4" go 8" long.100/199 0v2/124 37/74 12/2H_ 10/19.
cver 8" long.eeees.. 75/149 42,84  20/39 10/19 7/14.
-} Up to 4" leng up te 149 111 54 16 11,
Cver 4" to 8" long. ole 51 - 30 1wk o
Over 8" long....... 71 N1 19 9 6.
NUTS ONLY. .
\'a) For quan- _"/1’0”-7/1'()“ 1/2—11 "3/8'—:‘/}-' i 7/8"—1" lln lln Over l%"
tities of . :
a size. 2,G00 1,000 00O 400 200 100.
(b) " 1,200/1,999 .. 500/999 30C/599 200/399 100/199 70/99
(e) "© 750/1,199  250/499 150/299  100/199 50/99  35/69
fd) " ATE/THO 128 /249  75/149. 50/99 25/49  17/34.
(e) up to and.
inel. 374 124 74 49 24 1o
i15:- Bolts & Nufbs, Set screws ) Class (a) Lescs -40%
Coach Screws etc., ) Class (b) Less 51%%.
) Class (c) Less 223%.
) Class (d) Less 13:i%.
All sizes loose Nuts. ) Class (e) Nett.
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